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292 WESTERN AUSTRALIA, 


ernment here, as has been or as is being done in the 
other colonies. I fear that when it is so, the difficulty 
of maintaining clergymen in Western Australia will be 
very great. 
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70 SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 





—but of the man’s genius there could be no donut 
There was one called “Britomarte,” which alone entitled 
him to be called a poet. I found that he had livedin ; 
this neighbourhood, near to Mount Gambier, and that 
he had been well loved by many friends. For a while 
he was in the South Australian parliament, but pariia- 
mentary work had not suited him. He was given to the 
riding of racers,—and was prone to write about horses 
and the race-course. In the literary traces which I found 
of him in the neighbourhood, there was but scanty alle 
sion to other matters, except to racing, and to the 
melancholy, thoughtful, solitary, heart-eating life which 
a bushman lives. His horse had been his companion 
when he was alone,—and when he got back to the world 
horses were his delight. They are seldom safe con- 
panions for a man prone to excitement. I heard 
wondrous tales of the courage of his riding. As 2 
steeplechase rider he was well known in Melbourne;— 
but few seemed to have heard of him as a poet. It is 


as a poet that I speak of him now. His name was 
A. L. Gordon. 


CHAPTER V. 


Minerals. 


SoutH AvsrraLia is a copper colony. Victoria, 
New South Wales, and Queensland are pre-eminently 
golden. Tasmania is doing a little business in gold, but 
by no means enough to give her importance. Western 
Australia has lead-mines, though as yet she has derived 
but little wealth from them; she also is waiting for gold, 
hoping that it may yet turn up. South Australia is un- 
doubtedly auriferous. Not only hexe specks of gold 
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